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Abstract

Article 70 of the Personal Information Protection Law establishes a civil public interest litigation
system for personal information protection, which is the most localized and Chinese characteristic
contribution to personal information protection legislation. Article 70 as a general norm, in prin-
ciple, it establishes the constituent elements of civil public interest litigation for personal infor-
mation protection, and grants legal litigation qualifications to subjects such as procuratorial or-
gans and consumer organizations. However, the principle and generality of this provision provide
that there are issues such as whether the “numerous” personal rights and interests, which are one
of the important elements of civil public interest litigation for personal information protection,
are equal to social public interests, whether there is a priority for entities such as procuratorial
organs and consumer organizations to file lawsuits, whether “damage” caused by infringement of
personal information rights and interests includes a risk state, and whether punitive liability for
compensation is applicable to civil public interest litigation for personal information protection.
In order to improve the effectiveness of public interest litigation, civil public interest litigation for
personal information protection must meet the requirement of “harming the public interest of so-
ciety”. Prosecutors must follow the pre litigation announcement procedure and act as the second
priority subject when initiating public interest litigation. The form of damage to personal infor-
mation rights and interests is included in the dangerous state. The main civil liability is to stop the
infringement, apologize, and compensate for losses. In principle, punitive compensatory liability
is not applicable.
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