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Abstract

Informed consent provisions in U.S. federal policy play a critical role in protecting human subjects
participating in medical research experiments through the protection of subjects. The article
traces the development of medical informed consent by considering a number of landmark cases,
including those that established the basic consent requirement and those that extended the re-
quirement to medical research. In addition to case law, the societal events that spurred the U.S.
government to draft protective legislation will be examined. Finally, the paper will explore the
numerous efforts of U.S. policymakers to arrive at acceptable legislation, and the analysis will con-
clude with a discussion of the current rules governing informed consent in medical research.
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