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Abstract

Government purchase of services has become an important tool of public governance in China.
Various governance tools such as voucher system, PPP and government purchased services are
widely used to provide public goods in the current grassroots level. However, the current stage of
governance in China presents the dual characteristics of “public administration” and “public go-
vernance”, leading to contradictory governance between the traditional administrative system
and contract outsourcing. At the same time, the adjustment of governance mechanism is relatively
lagging behind, leading to multiple dilemmas between the government and social organizations in
the government purchase of services. This paper explores whether the cooperation between
“government purchase” and social organizations can achieve the effect of “1 + 1 > 2”. Based on the
macro process of the government purchase service project of Chongqing S Association, we found
that there are multiple dilemmas in the cooperation between the government and social organiza-
tions. In this context, this paper analyzes the path to optimize the cooperation between govern-
ment and social organizations in the process of “government purchase”: First, the government
should take the responsibility of “meta-governance” in public governance and play a key role in
the overall governance. Second, social organizations need to be nurtured and improved. Finally, in
the process of governance transformation, it is necessary to find a balance between regulation and
governance innovation.
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Figure 1. The process of government purchase of S association services
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Figure 2. Deviation of cooperation between government and social organizations
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