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Abstract

The concept of fate, as one of the earliest philosophical categories in China, has been recorded in
ancient texts. Zhu Xi, within the context of Neo-Confucianism, substantially transformed the con-
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notation of “fate”. He interpreted “fate” as akin to “command” or “order”, emphasizing the unity of
“principle” (li) and “vital energy” (qi). This perspective provided an integrated view for explaining
the laws governing the universe and human beings, with the understanding of fate developed
along two dimensions: “fate of principle” and “fate of vital energy”. Despite the inherent purity and
brightness bestowed upon individuals by heaven, without cultivation, this brightness can easily be
obscured. If individuals aspire to fulfill their heavenly mandate, GongFu is indispensable. Through
methods of reverence and self-cultivation, individuals achieve personal cultivation, making them
deeply aware of the limitations of fate, thereby generating reverence. Furthermore, due to the
various possibilities of fate, people are inspired to pursue learning, ultimately “transforming their
disposition”, enabling Zhu Xi’s traditional theory of fate to transcend temporal limitations and
yield positive significance.
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