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Abstract

John Locke is a representative figure of modern liberal enlightenment thought. His work “Second
Treatise of Government” mainly explores the origin, scope, and purpose of government, and is also
a systematic exposition of the rule of law ideas such as the origin of law, the establishment of leg-
islative power, and its limitations. The main content of Locke’s rule of law ideology includes power
from the people, equality for all, the supremacy of the law, and the separation of powers and checks
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and balances; Locke’s view on human rights has rich connotations: the right to life is the founda-
tion of human rights, the right to freedom is the essence of human rights, and property rights are
the guarantee of human rights. The three are organically unified and indispensable; In order to
effectively safeguard human rights through the use of legal systems, Locke provided systematic
theoretical thinking and institutional innovation suggestions. His profound ideas have played a
positive role in promoting the process of human history, and are still inspiring in today’s under-
standing of the concept of the rule of law and its institutional arrangements.
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