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Abstract

There are various types of nursery rhymes in the Min dialect of Xuwen. Its rhyme is free and flexi-
ble. There are two forms: rhyme in the end and rhyme in the middle. A large number of dialects
and local languages are used in nursery rhymes, including thimble, parallelism, reduplication, re-
petition, personification, metaphor, rising, line drawing, comparison and other rhetorical devices
etc. Many of nursery rhymes of Xuwen contain profound educational significance and promote
children’s physical and mental development. Nursery rhymes reflect the phenomena with local
characteristics and have unique folk significance. Xuwen faces Hainan across the sea. There are
commonalities and differences between the Min dialect nursery rhymes of the two regions.
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