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Abstract

In recent years, platform economy is emerging rapidly and horizontal merger is becoming an im-
portant way to expand user scale under the background of stock competition. This paper studies
the user resource integration strategy under the horizontal merger of platforms, analyzes the game
equilibrium before horizontal merger, pooling horizontal merger, and separating horizontal merger,
then compares the pricing and profit changes before and after the merger of platforms in the dif-
ferent cases, and explores the selection of user resource integration strategy based on the consid-
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eration that exists heterogeneous users in the market. The study shows that there is no absolutely
dominant strategy for the integration of platform user resources under horizontal merger, and the
platform may choose pooling or separating and under the influence of buyer’s cross-network exter-
nality and seller’s average cross-network externality.
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Figure 1. Platform merger and user resource integration strategy
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Figure 2. Comparison of price and profit when pooling horizontal merger
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