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Abstract

Establishing a system of nature reserves centered around national parks is not only an important
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practice to implement the ideology of ecological civilization but also a crucial component of Chi-
na’s ecological civilization ideology. Nature reserves play a significant role in preserving biodiver-
sity, integrating natural resources, and maintaining ecosystems. Among them, the relationship
between indigenous residents and the construction of nature reserves, as key participants, embo-
dies a dialectical unity of contradictions. This is fundamentally the result of conflicts between the
public nature of nature reserves and the private interests of indigenous residents. In practical
terms, the lack of legally recognized identity subjects often leads to a series of unfulfilled rights
enjoyed by indigenous residents, such as conflicts between people and land and the inequality of
subject rights and responsibilities. In academic theory, discussions on how to safeguard the rights
of indigenous residents through the establishment of a series of systems have been ongoing.
However, controversies arise due to issues such as legal gaps and difficulties in law enforcement,
which hinder the effective protection of indigenous residents’ rights. Exploring the protection of
the rights of indigenous residents in nature reserves is a practical necessity for the system of na-
ture reserves centered around national parks. By clarifying the identity of indigenous residents
and starting from several aspects, such as establishing a system for safeguarding the rights of in-
digenous residents in nature reserves, improving the legal system of nature reserves to provide
legal guarantees for the rights of indigenous residents, and fully implementing the ecological
compensation system for indigenous residents, efforts can be made to alleviate conflicts over nat-
ural resource ownership and achieve shared governance of nature reserves. This will effectively
protect the legitimate rights of indigenous residents while meeting the public welfare objectives of
nature reserves.
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