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Abstract

In response to the reform call of “streamlining administration, delegating power, strengthening
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regulation, and improving services,” the Ministry of Ecological Environment has continuously dri-
ven changes in the environmental impact assessment (EIA) system. Revisions to the “Catalog for
the Classified Management of Environmental Impact Assessments of Construction Projects” (he-
reinafter referred to as the “Catalog”) were made in 2015, 2017, and 2018, reflecting a gradual
decentralization of EIA approval authority to local levels. As a core component of environmental
governance, the shift in power allocation from central to local authorities aims to reduce unne-
cessary administrative intervention, enhance administrative efficiency, support local economic
development, and minimize negative impacts on the ecological environment. However, in practical
implementation, there has been chaos in the allocation of EIA approval authority, including issues
such as cross-level approvals by authorities, unclear approval subjects, inadequate technical ca-
pabilities of local environmental protection departments, and abuse of power in some local ap-
proval authorities. Therefore, there is an urgent need to scientifically adjust the allocation of EIA
approval authority, optimize and improve its distribution in accordance with the law, clarify the
approval authority for construction projects at various levels, standardize the personnel structure
and professional capabilities of local EIA approval departments, and strengthen the supervision
mechanism for EIA approval authority. Through these measures, the crucial role of EIA in pre-
venting environmental risks can be fully realized.
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