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Abstract

In the field of political philosophy, John Rawls is renowned for his innovative concept of the “veil
of ignorance,” which offers a new perspective on exploring social justice. Unlike his predecessors
such as Thomas Hobbes and John Locke, Rawls introduced a hypothesis: when formulating social
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rules, individuals do not know their specific positions in society, which aids in achieving fair social
rules and resource distribution. This paper aims to delve into an in-depth analysis of Rawls’ “veil
of ignorance” theory and explore its potential contributions to advancing social fairness and jus-
tice. Although Rawls’ concept might be seen as idealistic and challenging to implement in reality, it
has had a profound impact in philosophical theory. Especially in anti-utopian literary works, such
as “Brave New World,” the concept of the veil of ignorance is used to depict an unfair and totalita-
rian-controlled society, sparking deep reflection on social justice. This paper, by combining Rawls’
theory with its practical application in “Brave New World,” provides a more comprehensive pers-
pective for understanding and advancing social fairness and justice.
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