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Abstract

At present, there is a phenomenon that the analysis of environmental carrying capacity has been
replaced by the analysis of ecological carrying capacity in some environmental planning. Ecologi-
cal carrying capacity focuses on resources, and the keys of environmental carrying capacity in-
clude environmental capacity and human activity thresholds. The purpose of environmental plan-
ning is to coordinate the economic development and environmental protection, improve the envi-
ronmental carrying capacity, and control the total emission within the environmental capacity. An
important mission of planning is predicting the economic, energy and environmental trends under
several scenarios, calculating environmental carrying capacity thresholds by establishing a mul-
ti-objective System Dynamics model based on regional monitored and statistic data for a more
scientific analysis. Ecological footprint method is to use the area of productive land to assess the
ecological carrying capacity, but it is difficult to evaluate the human activity thresholds directly.
Therefore, in the compiling of environmental planning, the environmental carrying capacity
should not be replaced by ecological carrying capacity analysis.
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